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4 BERNARDS TWP. — The Busk-
ing Ridge Presbyterian Church, whach
celebrutes ity 275th anmiversary with g
rude communitywide  cebe.
bastion on Sunday, June 14, has # nch
listory predating even the birth of
Amenca's i dem
Washingion
With its well-known ancient oal
e extimuted (o be 575 years old
in the chusch yurd, the church

Georpe

vh of weverul other con
‘mu..m i the srea, includs

Wyterian churches in
Spirling and Bern

a Mernurds Township, the Mitone

Sty of Somerset il and numer

vk Givie and community onganz
o,

The patade 15 scheduled to bogin a

v June 14 Gune 21 1 duie)

fion the carnpuy of Ridge High

Schont 10 the vener of Kavking Ridge

From there the mumn.. will con

e o the rousds of e Ok Stet

History Recalled
The church wins formed in 1717, 15
yenrs before George Washington way
hevetn. 18 shands next to un ancient oak
irce which cast s first shadow 34
yers before Calumbus was born
Tior miny years, the history «
nards Township (founded 1n 1760
i Uhe Presbyleriun Church were one
und the same. An enrly pastor, Wil
am €. Brownloe (I¥1K-5) noted 4
church memberstip of 1,34 frecmen,
us well as 117 slaves, probably
tire populition of Busking Ridge st
the time. Four of Basking Ridge's
main streets are named ufler Presbyic-
nan pastors, John Cross (171241,
Rabert Finley (1795 1817), Willam ¢
Brownlee (1K18-25) und John C. Ran.
kin(1851-95)
The fortunes of the church have re-
¢ Nected secular and religious wrends. 1t
has expericnced periods of srong
growth (1H00-25, 1900-13, 1845-6%)
stow growth (1913-45), dechine (1525
30), and stability (1850-1900, 1965
30). Membership has Ductusicd when
yecligious revivals have swept the coun-
try. when new churches emerged offer-
ing devotianal diversity, as. the com-
muity changed from farming 1o
suburban, and as membership rc-
sponded 10 the mobility modern bus-
ness demands of its employees. Cur-
rently. the church enjoys o strong.
vital congregation, vel, one which re-
flects the tensions of modern society
The church traces its roots to 200
families that lcft Scotland in 1685 10
cscape religious persceution, and set-
tled in Somersct County. some in
“Basking Ridge. Ninerant_ pasiors on
. horsehack served the carly sertiers
‘And, in 1717, according 10 the best re-
cords, the sertlers buill a file log
mecting house (al the site of the pre-
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The Great Swamp Folklore Projoct
il present thees public folklore pro-
grams in coming days. The publc 15
invited 1o uend and pariipate n
these programs

A28 pun Sunday, May 11 in the
Madison Public Library, 19 Keep St
Ruskang Ridge resident Juck Rushing

BERNARDSVILLE  Walt My
ehaeh, traditional mirumentalist and
winger, ll appeat at the Berm
Tulvlic Library ot bW a m S
Sune 11

Tickets for S0 cents are mm aval
bl nt the Wbrary
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|'\| was n-k

10 piise 3700 1
1 etinal video lapes T the

Harness joins
Penn’s staff

llmmm arness of Nerna
jained the legislative sl pf A
yman Jolin Penn, R-Somersct

e

Twing she hid extensive experience in
consiituent scrvices and her knowl
edge of the il Legntative Distoct
will be in ussel to my office and 10 my
comstituenis,” said Penn
Harness is marmed 1o Charkes R
Hurness, un exccutive with Warner
Lamberi Corp. The courle b
sons.

She is o member of 1. Bernard's
l'mr.-ml.mmmchlu Daughters
of the American Revolution

Public invited to historic

Local Landmark

“The Basking Ridge Presyterian Church, pictured with it ancient osk tree. will be the sit of 2 huge 175th an-
miversary celebration on Sunday, June 14.

sent church) as thew first plase of
worship

The first wse of the name * Basking
Ridge” dihen “Baskmnidge ) 1 lound
in the vecords of the itle church i
1793 Early senlers wsed this term
when they saw smimaly come up

m

ening

was the church's firt
munister. A forceful man. he shook
otberwise  somnolent  congregats

rung o re c
The Great Auakening.” then spread-
ing throughout the country. He sup-
poried settlens who resisted paying
newly chartered iby the King of En-
land) “propncion” a second time for
their land

Charles McKrnight 1173144 &
Joseph Lamb (1744-49) had b
s the puiph. Do 4
service, in 1749, the memhe
eyt oobigscher v
on the wie of the “Ancent Log
Chuse

Samuc] Kenneds (176127 was the
rightiul heir to the Earl of Cassiis. in

man — a pasior. 3 practicing
doctor, and an educator He
hished @ preparatory

sionary giving io the I
for mare than four years withs
ing Kenneds's salany Kean
the doleful duty of ministering to ks
conpregation dunng the dark dey
the Revolutionary War The

of the Great Swamp Folklore Proyect
will share Great Swamp folk charac-
ters. folklore and demonsirate how
pechisione Naine Americans might
have killed mastodons near gla
Lake Passa

Rushing will describe several mys
tenics and fulklore characiers cvstng

Popular instrumentalist to appear at library
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Furnished Guest Room
or Apartment

Your guest room or apartment

s @ cut abave the ordinary....

and so are our clients

carcfully checked. Ifyour
accommodations are sparklin

Earn Income From Your

We refer professional men & women
exclusively with all references

clean and warmly Immubk‘..

Call

(201) 625-5129

MEMBER MORRIS CTY.
CHAMBELR OF COMMERCE
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Walkers will mnmh( Robin n»(u-
v il ki U
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Fducation Center in Chatham Town-
shigs. (2011 6356629

In 1838, the claval school died. In
he doun
anew brck yiructare erected in ity

place. which the congregation sull

) sorate span-
s 4 years (144145 Rankin came
L Caroling. served s a min-

n Hindestan. snd publnhed &
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Htstory of Presbyterian church predates George Washington

Beanet! provided & sicady hand in
um

In the post-war period, J. Merion
(Duich) Kadyk minesiered 10 a rapidly
TOWIng congregation. commencing
the publication of a church newsletier
(the “Onk Leaves™) which continues
o this day. The church was expanded
by the addition of Calvin Hall
*Bedroom Community '

William Felmeth (195175) served

ng_ World War I
wrowth :nmmued Two
Sunday services were An
vociale asusanl pastor was o
1o the walf. Basking Ridge had be-
come 4 hedroom community for large
corporations. Parishioners came and
went in great numbers, as bresdwin-
ners tranaferred jobs
A new organ was buill. The music
program ;m unprecedented pro.
portim ude three singing
Thoirs and theoe bell choin, The
hurch sencumy v conltty re-
uilt (1951) and the new Edu
Bk mmuhmmnw

49) were bailt

In 1954, the church's suppon for
the ltalian Minisiry paid off. s the
Fil Preiyuerien Church of Ber
Tarmed in iis place,
e R Doy Pepper, the o
pastor for miswons, named as it firn
minister

I 1963, James E. Morris (Waynes-
burg College, McCormick Serminary}
became associate pasior, aending the
pastoral and educational duties of the
minstry. In 1667, the church udded u
modern. spacious Church House, the
it of M
providing  office  spuss,
rooms. & Hbrary. serving church and
comemunity slike

During Feimeth's tenure -
bership grew from 970 (1931} 10 1333
11968). the most ever. Yet. the com-
manity had changed us major high-
ways and large indusiry moved into
the area. The population became siill
more tranvent. In 1969 alone. in 3
growieg church, some 100 members

amsierred to other churches. Yet, -
aal seppon grew

Since 1975, ). Calvin K. Jucksan
hiss served &3 senior pastor. A dynam-
witty. & gentleman and
vemplifics the high-
Presbyteran irads-
astor. a graduate of the
Pennsylvania  and

Page 11

Seminary. who attended (he
of Edinburg and travelcd
extensively in the Middle East, Jack
sam brought the talents and the
of mission nee
Tenges of a changing society
Inn
duced: a Fall Festival, o Sunday
num, Kejgme s, the, Muine
4, ind “rens
wal nuh:mll muuwd nl:mh.n\np
involvement in the chu
In 1975, the church was isted in the
National Register of Historic Pla
In 1980, the Sesion made th
available for the Women's Re
Center 18 theer for vicms
mestie violence. I 1980, the ¢
added u second associate pastor o s
miniter the chureh's youth pro
he Rev. Pum MeNally Califormin
snm Un
San Frunc) | Seminiry)
s held his position sinee 1991
The church has one of the leiding
muscal progrims n Northern New
Jumsey. ¥, Puul Dickey becume muse
director in 1989, eniered the Army in
1970, and returned in 1974, 1
soctite director Naney Chikds Knob.
loch administer six singing <hoirs and
four bell ehairs, In April, Dickey con-
ducted the Sthvolce um.m;. Elmn
(accompanied by o 33 archis
Aral in Dubois’ Seven lu\l Wnuh wl
Chiist and Mendelsabn's Chrisius

S\S7=/1

Ecpirsa 4308

CALL (308) 7224100
'SHOP AT HOME SERVICE

BOX STORAGE

FOR ALL YOUR WINTER CLOTHING
& HOUSEHOLD ITE|

Includes

MOTHPROOFING

GERM FREE DEODORIZING
SIZING — ADDS BODY
FRENCH DRY CLEANING

LINDERS FRENCH
CLEANERS

“Always Was- And Always Will Be -
The Best Dry Cleaner In The Area”

130 Morristown M. Hlmnrd'mllr

Hours: Mon-Fri 7.6
Thurs Eve 1o 7 m
Sun. 10

Enjoy The Best of Both Worlds
mbining sn Aromatherapy
Facial and l:llv:-l-‘?-

For The Utmost in
Health & Beauty
ONLY 865

‘Open Tues. Thru Sunday

970 M. Keusble Ave. (sbave the Depot Gift Shop)
Harding Twp.

—Products—
* fese e st o K
mand,
» Mecttin Al Tops
. Pn—-(l\mld\wnlﬂuh
® Herbal
. #r-nwd
» Aromal
" Smtmhdm.
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